
 

IVA DALE GAY  
A  P I O N E E R  W O M A N  I N  W Y O M I N G ’ S   

E A R L Y  O I L  I N D U S T R Y  

 

 

 Long before she became president of the Wyoming Federation of Women’s 

Clubs, Dale Pickett Gay had already stepped into a world rarely open to women. 

In 1917, at just 26 years old, she was serving as treasurer of the Coal and Grass 

Creek Oil Company, a Wyoming company capitalized at $1 million and holding 

1,120 acres of oil leases.  She also had holdings in the company as well as other 

Wyoming oil areas. 

 

At a time when Wyoming’s petroleum industry was still in its formative years, 

Gay was participating directly in one of the industries that would become central 

to the state's economy and identity. Her role was more than unusual—it was a 

remarkable example of a Wyoming woman taking a place in a male-dominated 

industry decades before women would become commonplace in petroleum 

engineering, geology, finance and management.  News articles identify her as 

one of the best-known women in Wyoming’s energy industry. 

 

But at the same time as being a business woman she was a member and leader in 

civic organizations as well as a wife and mother to four daughters.  She helped 

lead GFWC Wyoming during a period when women's clubs were expanding their 

influence in public health, children's welfare and community improvement. 

 

She taught school and worked in county offices.  In 1911 she, her sister and 

another young woman bought the Abstract and Loan Company in Lusk.  ‘the 

first enterprise of its kind in the state of Wyoming that was owned and operated 

by young women.’  In 1924 she was the State Manager of the Western Union 

Life insurance Company. 

 

She served during a critical interwar period, when women’s clubs were shifting 

from suffrage-era activism to broader civic reform and community development.  

During her administration the resolution on Wyoming Products was presented 

and approved.  Along this line the first ‘Wyoming Products Breakfast’ was 

served.  The Wyoming Manufacturers’ Association commended the Wyoming 

Federation and thanked them for the slogan ‘Wyoming first through loyalty to 

its Products.’ Which saw a significant increase in sales.  Other resolutions had to 

do with the creation of more state parks, especially a Teton State Park. 

 

The Wyoming Federation was incorporated in 1928 during her administration. 

 

Shortly after her term as State President, Dale moved out of State to California. 

 

Why She Matters – She helped pave the way for women in male dominated 

industries while at the same time serving in many civic leadership roles. 

AT A GLANCE 

Home Club – Organizing 

Member of Casper 

Departmental Club, 

Casper Woman’s Club 

 

Occupation Treasurer of 

the Coal and Grass Creek 

Oil Company/School 

Teacher/Business Woman 

 

State President 1927-29 

1st Vice Pres. 1925-27 

Recording Secretary 

 

Major Accomplishments. 

Oil Industry Pioneer in 

Wyoming 

She and two other women 

had the first women 

owned business 

 

Special Interests 

American Red Cross and 

Child Health Issues 

 

Her Legacy  

Formed the Commission 

for the promotion of 

Wyoming Products 
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