
GFWC-W February 2018 News Blast 

Bloom Where You Are Planted 

 
From the President—Leslie Jo Gatti 

Welcome	to	Fabulous	February!		Football	is	over;	basketball	is	gearing	up	toward	March	Madness;	and	
NASCAR	has	begun!		Hopefully,	everyone	is	staying	warm	and	healthy.	
	
			As	Dean	of	Chairman,	Mary	Lee	Dixon	has	been	hard	at	work	sending	Club	reports	to	the	State	
Chairmen.		Hopefully,	there	will	be	many	awards	for	all	of	our	Clubs	at	the	State	and	National	
Conventions.		I	want	to	thank	all	Club	Presidents	who	were	able	to	send	in	reports.		This	is	hard	work.		
Hopefully,	you	were	able	to	include	your	members	in	the	report	preparations.		Remember	to	let	Wendy	
Owen	know	by	March	1,	if	your	Club	has	recruited,	at	least,	two	new	members	this	year.	
			
		The	Call	to	Convention	will	be	out	in	early	March.		Please,	make	this	available	to	all	members.		The	
Convention	will	be	in	Cheyenne	at	Little	America	on	April	27-28.		The	Contest	forms	will	be	included,	as	
well	as	the	Creative	Arts	Waiver.			We	have	such	talented	women.		I	hope	you	will	show	off	your	
creations!		Our	speaker	will	be	GFWC	Secretary	Suellen	Brazil.		And	there	will	be	a	fashion	show!			
	
		February	is	“Teen	Dating	Violence	Awareness	and	Prevention	Month.”		This	can	never	be	stressed	too	
much.		Let’s	help	our	daughters	and	granddaughters	to	be	aware	and	to	stay	safe.	
	
		The	January	Board	meeting	was	well-attended.		As	seems	to	be	normal,	a	storm	blew	in	that	same	
weekend,	stranding	a	couple	members	in	Cheyenne	for	an	extra	day.		The	Library	provided	a	very	good	
lunch.		The	Library	Café	is	a	valuable	asset	everyone	in	Cheyenne	should	take	advantage	of.		Thanks	for	
thinking	of	them,	Mary	Lee!		The	nominating	Committee	has	been	hard	at	work.		And	the	Conservation	
Runway	Challenge	is	gathering	attention.			
				
			Was	your	mother,	grandmother,	or	aunt	a	member	of	a	GFWC	Club?		If	so,	you	are	eligible	to	become	a	
member	of	GFWC	Legacy	Woman’s	Club.		It	is	a	national	Club.		Dues	are	$30	for	two	years.		We	already	
have	three	members	from	Wyoming.		I	know	others	are	out	there.		There	are	no	required	meetings.		If	
there	is	enough	interest,	we	could	even	start	a	Wyoming	State	Legacy	Club.		Let	me	know	if	you’d	like	
more	information.	

Stay	warm	and	healthy.	

Yours	in	Federation,	
	
Leslie	Jo	Gatti	
GFWCWyoming	President	
pc_ljgatti@hotmail.com	

	

 



Leadership Chairman—Carolyn Turbiville 
On Leadership- I’ll	tell	you	what	makes	a	great	leader.	A	great	leader	has	a	knack	for	making	people	think	
they	are	better	then	they	think	they	are.	A	great	leader	forces	you	to	have	a	good	opinion	of	yourself.	She	lets	
you	know	she	believes	in	you.	She	makes	you	get	more	out	of	yourself.	And	once	you	learn	how	good	you	really	
are,	you’ll	never	settle	for	anything	less	than	your	best.	

Reminder: LEADS application and letters are due MARCH 1, 2018. Please send the information 
to Carolyn Turbiville, 2010 Rayor Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82001. 

GFWC Leadership Education & Development Seminar (LEADS) 
The GFWC Leadership Education and Development Seminar (LEADS) program is intended to identify 
GFWC members at the grassroots level who have the potential and the desire to assume leadership 
positions in GFWC beyond their club. Participation in LEADS can help these members gain the 
capabilities, confidence, and commitment necessary to pursue and achieve higher office and serve 
with distinction. The LEADS program is held annually the day before the official opening of the GFWC 
Annual Convention. It is a full day of activities, and includes breakfast and lunch. 

 
It is highly recommended that each State Federation LEADS candidate meet the following criteria: 

• Demonstrates leadership capabilities at the club level as an active club president, club 
officer, or club project or committee chairman 

• Exhibits a commitment to the Federation 
• Exhibits an understanding of the GFWC mission of community service, illustrated by 

programs and projects in which she is or has been involved 
• Demonstrates leadership skills, including, but not limited to, organization, responsibility, 

trustworthiness, enthusiasm, and flexibility 
• Exhibits an interest in and willingness to pursue higher leadership positions in GFWC 
• Agrees to share information gained from participation in LEADS with others in the state 

federation 
• Understands and accepts potential expenses involved in participation 
• Has not held elected positions at or beyond the state level (this criterion is recommended 

in order to encourage potential leaders at the club level to apply) 
• Has not attended a previous LEADS program. Members are eligible to attend only once 

GFWC will cover a portion of the attendee’s expenses including: 

• Stipend of $250 for travel and $168 for lodging. Checks will be distributed to candidates 
upon attendance and completion of the seminar. 

• One-half of room charge for two nights at official Convention hotel 
• Breakfast and lunch during the LEADS program 
• $10 Gift Certificate (on purchase of $15 or more) for the GFWC Annual Convention 

Marketplace 

State federation may consider underwriting a portion of attendee’s expenses. LEADS 
attendees are expected to be responsible for a portion of their expenses as an affirmation of 
their personal commitment.  LEADS participants are responsible for making their own travel 
and lodging arrangements. 



Applications (2 forms) can be found on GFWC Wyoming or International GFWC websites.  
Please return to Carolyn Turbiville 2010 Rayor Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82001 no later than March 1, 
2018.  This will include application (1 page) and two letters of support.  

  

State Writing Contest Chairman- Marcia Volner  
	
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	participated	in	the	writing	contest	this	year.	The	Stories	and	Poems	are	now	in	the	
hands	of	our	judges.	Best	of	luck	to	each	of	you.		
 
Junior Special Programs- Marcia Volner  
 
Looking forward to seeing the reports in this area for 2017. Remember to start recording your projects that 
started in January 2018, hours, money and in-kind donations. Best of luck to everyone! 
 
 
Photography-Bev Campbell 

I	truly	hope	that	if	you	haven’t	bought	a	ticket	for	the	bunny	quilt	you	will	help	
X-JWC	out.	The	tickets	are	$5	each	or	5	for	$20.	We	have	reached	the	$1,000	so	
far	and	our	is	$1,500.	Time	is	closing	in	as	the	drawing	will	be	at	the	State	
Convention	April	27th	&	28th	.	This	quilt	would	make	any	child	very	happy	to	
have	or	if	you	like	to	put	out	a	few	things	for	Easter	it	is	perfect!	The	money	put	
into	making	it	and	donated	as	in-kind	is	over	$200.	Thank	you	to	the	GFWC	
members	who	have	bought	tickets	and	hope	we	can	sell	more.	Thanks	to	all	of	
you	who	have	already	brought	ticket.	It	really	is	a	cute	quilt!		

 
STATE PHOTOGRAPHY- Bev Campbell 
Well	ladies	it	won’t	be	long	now	until	Convention	is	here.			For	some	reason,	there	are	not	a	lot	of	photos	
for	the	State	Convention	contest.			Gees!		With	our	cell	phone,	we	are	always	taking	pictures	of	something.		

It	can	be	scenic,	people,	those	cute	grandchildren	or	our	precious	dogs,	our	
travels,	and	pictures	of	members	volunteering.		It	is	easy	as	you	only	have	to	
print	out	an	8”x10”	and	glue	or	tape	it	to	some	kind	of	mounting	such	as	
cardboard,	Styrofoam,	etc.	If	you	get	Best	of	Show	it	goes	to	National	and	you	
could	receive	up	to	$100!!			Between	now	and	April	1st	you	just	fill	out	the	form	
and	get	it	to	me	and	make	sure	your	pictures	are	delivered	to	the	conference	on	
the	morning	of	April	27th	at	Little	America.	Just	email	me	or	call	me	at	634-
4483	and	I	will	see	that	you	get	the	form.			“LET’S	DO	IT"	

 
 
Sue Ann Shaffer- (sas@bailyranch.com)  
The Rating Guides are due by March 1st. I have already received one Rating Guide. It was very nicely 
done. I want to remind clubs to be sure to complete the last item of Section 5. It reports on the 
participation and reporting on GFWC Community Service Programs, special projects and 
advancement programs. You must attach a list of all projects in this category. Each item listed can be 
as simple as “We gave a program at the senior citizen’s home”. Each item listed gets ten points. 
However, don’t go beyond twenty projects as there is a limit of 200 points. I bring this to your attention 
because in the past clubs have submitted this form without completing this item which often results in 
their club receiving a red ribbon. I want you all to be purple recipients. I look forward to reading your 
reports.  

	



 
ART CHAIRMAN- Mary Ann Kamla 
I am hoping you made available at your February membership meeting copies of all the Art Entry 
Forms to your club members. Just a reminder that April 1st is the deadline this year, so encourage 
members to begin soon with their projects, if they have not already started. I am hoping for a good 
response from each club and am excited to see the wonderful projects you have accomplished. 
Thank you so much for your clubs participation. Any questions or concerns: mabandit@aol.com or 
cell: 307-630-7246. 

GFWC-W Membership- Wendy Owen 

 Greetings all WCLC Wyoming Club women. Please send me a list of any new members your 
club has gained since September 2017. I will need all their contact information as well. Name, 
address, phone, and email. Please make sure I get this information no later than April 5th this year so 
your club can be eligible for the 2017 membership awards. The Board has made a change this year 
that in order to get the $25.00 award clubs with members of 60 or more will have to recruit at least 4 
new members between September 2017 and end of March 2018. Clubs with less than 60 members 
will receive the award with 2 new members or more between September 2017 and end of March 2018.  
 Don’t forget to send your list of deceased members for 2017 to the GFWC-W Spiritual Values 
Chairman Pam Crochet. Her address is 6700 Redwood Ct, Cheyenne, WY 82009. Her email  
cpcrochet@hotmail.com . Also….Don’t forget to mail a list of ten year anniversaries to GFWC-W 
President Elect, Mary Lee Dixon. We give certificates for 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, etc. years of membership 
and this is based on 2017 not 2018. Mary Lee’s address is 503 Princeton Lane, Cheyenne, WY, 
82009. Her number is 307-778-6450 if you have questions.  
  I hope you are all having a successful club year and please never forget to keep in mind 
membership recruitment and retention. We need to grow our clubs and our federation and we also 
need to take care of those wonderful club women we currently have. 
 Looking forward to Spring and hope to see all of you at the convention in Cheyenne this year.  
 
Respectfully yours,  
Wendy Owen- 307-631-5547- sewbusy3@gmail.com 
 

 HOMELIFE- Phyllis Salzburg 

If your club is looking for a new project, consider hosting a blood drive! Hospitals are always in need 
of blood, so every person who donates is helping to make sure supply meets the demand. 

Blood donation saves lives. Victims of disasters and accidents, cancer patients, children with severe 
anemia, and women with pregnancy complications are some of the people who need blood 
transfusions and count on those who can donate. The American Red Cross reports that every two 
seconds, someone in the United States requires a blood transfusion. Unfortunately, it’s estimated that 
only 38 percent of the U.S. population is eligible to donate at any given time, with only 10 percent of 
that population actually donating blood each year. 

While not everyone is eligible to donate, club members can still do their part by taking a page out of 
the book of GFWC clubs who sponsor or host blood drives! The GFWC Cumberland Valley Pups 
(Pennsylvania) have hosted blood drives since 2011, partnering with the Central Pennsylvania Blood 
Bank, which produces flyers for the club to post in public places. This is important to the club because 
they know promotion of the blood drive is critical to its success. 



Club members volunteer to assist donors with paperwork and provide refreshments while they wait to 
give blood. They also post their mission statement and previous club projects so that their event 
might recruit some interested people along the way. 

The GFWC Amery Woman’s Club (Wisconsin) has assisted with and held blood drives for 52 years! It 
has grown to a two-day blood drive in the spring and fall each year. The club promotes them all over 
town, calls prospective donors to schedule appointments, inputs those appointments onto the Red 
Cross website, and sends out reminder postcards. 

Members help donors sign in, serve homemade cookies, drinks, and donated snacks, and provide 
casseroles and salads for lunch for the Red Cross employees. After the blood drive, they write thank 
you letters, and write to an editor of the paper to share how many units of blood were collected and to 
thank the community for its support. Thoughtful touches like that help ensure people will return. 

VALENTINE’S DAY, OR ANY DAY, ACTIVITIES 

Retirement homes are a popular spot for GFWC Valentine’s Day projects because they want 
residents, especially those who don’t have loved ones to spend the day with, to remember they are 
valued. The annual project of the GFWC Woman’s Club of Newton (New Jersey) is to collect 
valentines made by school children, and deliver the colorful messages to nursing home residents. 
The GFWC La Cresenta Woman’s Club (California) decorated placemats for seniors at a local 
retirement home to brighten up their meals this year. 

The GFWC Beloit Junior Woman’s Club (Wisconsin) delivers Valentines to patrons of Meals on 
Wheels. The holiday encourages us to show that we care, and GFWC clubs rise up to the challenge. 
The creativity and thoughtfulness of all of these projects just goes to show that clubwomen have no 
shortage of love to share. 

ON OTHER LINES……. 

On January 4, 2018 this was posted on GFWC Facebook:  (They didn’t get her middle/maiden 
name quite right ☺  ) 
 

“This week in 1925, Nellie Taylor Ross, a member of the Wyoming Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, became the first female governor of a U.S. state. Ross’s husband, 
William B. Ross, served as Wyoming’s governor from 1923 until he died of sepsis in 
1924. Nellie was then elected by the Democratic Party to campaign against her 
husband’s successor, Frank Lucas, in a special election. Although Ross refused 
to campaign, she easily won and was sworn in as Wyoming’s first and only female 
governor on January 5, 1925. As Governor, Nellie pushed for government assistance 

for poor farmers, banking reform, and legislation protecting workers. She was also an outspoken 
advocate for the enactment of child labor laws. Although Nellie did not win reelection in 1926, she 
remained an active member of the Democratic Party, and in 1933 she was named the first female 
Director of the United States Mint by Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Ross served five terms as Director 
until her retirement in 1953.#ThrowBackThursday “ 
 
Lots of good, interesting information on the GFWC Facebook and Blog!! Check it out! 
 
 
 

 



EDUCATION-Shirley Black 

March 2nd is “Read Across America Day” sponsored by the National Educational Association. It 
is an annual reading motivation and awareness program that calls for every child in every community 
to celebrate reading on March 2nd, the birthday of beloved children’s author, Dr. Seuss. Teachers and 
Librarians use this day to portray the “Cat in the Hat” by dressing up and having games, prizes, face-
painting and reading. “The purprose of Read Across America is an important factor in student 
achievement and creating lifelong successful readers. Research had shown that children who are 
motivated to spend more time reading do better in school.  

Have you changed your Amazon account to Amazon Smile? They will donate 0.5% of the price 
of eligible Amazon Smile purchases to WorldReaderOrg when you shop at Amazon Smile. You still 
have the same great products and prices. This is a 501 non-profit organization that provides people in 
the developing world with access to a library of digital books via e-reader and mobile phones. This will 
be good for international footprint on the rating guide. It is headquartered in San Francisco, CA. 
Please keep in mind donations for “Raising Readers in Wyoming”. The Wyoming organization that 
encourages parents to read to their young children by providing beautiful new books as part of the 
well child health care visits for participating Doctors in your community. Another Wyoming 
organization to consider donations to is Wyoming Reads 2018 which provides funding for books, 
bookplates and bags across the state. For more information click on https:/Wyomingreadsorg.  

The Woman’s Club fo Rock Springs recently connected with our local child development center 
to help provide them with children and adult books for their outreach program to the outlying vicinity. 
Check with you local organizations and see if you can be of service in this way.  

ESO- Please encourage your members to participate in ESO. The first hundred books to read 
are structured but one bok can satisfy up to three categories. After that you have a wide range of 
categories to choose from. All that is required for the rating guide is the number of books read for the 
year January thru December. In the words of Dr. Seuss “ The more that you read, the more things you 
will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go”  

International Outreach- Trish Peoples 

From September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018, for every immunization administered at 
participating pharmacies, Walgreens will donate $0.22 to the United Nations Foundation, up to 
a maximum donation of $2,000,000!  To increase access for immunizations against diseases 
like pneumonia, diarrhea, measles and polio for children in developing countries, funds 
raised through Shot@Life benefit Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, UNICEF and the World Health 
Organization. These organizations work to save lives and improve the health of millions of 
children around the world every day. 

That's right, Walgreen's support TWO of our International partners:  Shot@Life and UNICEF.  
So if you get vaccines (and you should!), consider Walgreen's. 

ESO	Challenge: 

“Listen	to	the	Mustin’	Its,	child.	Listen	to	the	don’ts	listen	to	the	shouldn’ts,	the		impossibles,	the	Won’ts.	
Listen	to	the	never	haves,	then	listen	close	to	me….	Anything	can	happen,	child,		anything	can	be.”-	Shel	Silverstein	
	
Just	For	Fun:	
	 What do cats call mice on a skateboard? 
		 	 	 	 January	answer:			What	color	is	the	winds?		Blue	(blew)	



 

 



	
	



	

	


