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Historical accounts describe her as a woman of “grace, independence, strength 

and courage.”  She managed ranch responsibilities, supported public life and 

maintained a strong commitment to culture and music while participating in 

Wyoming civic leadership. 

 

At a time when few women held positions of statewide influence, Mary N. 

Brooks was leading one of Wyoming's most powerful civic organizations while 

serving as First Lady.  She is the only known Federation State President to also 

serve as First Lady of her state at the same time in the history of GFWC.  She 

served two terms and focused on literacy and civic reform, beautification and 

support for women and children. 

 

Her leadership came during an era where women’s clubs were among the few 

organized avenues which women could exercise statewide influence.  As 

Wyoming's First Lady, Mary helped establish the Governor's Mansion as a 

center of hospitality and public service. While representing the state beside 

Governor Brooks, she was also leading GFWC Wyoming, giving 

unprecedented visibility to the women's club movement during the Federation's 

formative years. 

 

She was one of the original officers serving as the Vice President under 

founding president Harriet Shiek when Wyoming Federated in 1904.   

 

In 1909, Wyoming clubwomen were inspired by a visitor from Colorado to 

consider creating a scholarship fund. Before the discussion was over, members 

spontaneously pledged $240—a remarkable sum at the time. That spontaneous 

act created the Education Loan Fund, which later evolved into today’s Mary N 

Brooks Scholarship. In honor of her service as the ‘Guardian’ of the Education 

Loan fund for 24 years GFWC Wyoming honored her by renaming the fund 

1947 – nearly 35 years after she left office and 7 years after her death. 

 

The combination of First Lady and State President gave visibility and 

legitimacy to women’s civic leadership at a time when organized women’s 

groups were shaping public life across the west.  She is credited with shaping 

the early identity of the Federation in Wyoming and stabilizing the statewide 

organization while helping connect Wyoming Clubs to the national movement. 

 

Why She Matters - The only known First Lady to simultaneously serve as 

GFWC Wyoming State President, illustrating the prominence of the women's 

club movement in the early twentieth century. 

AT A GLANCE 

Home Club - Casper 

Occupation Rancher/First 

Lady 1905-1911 

 

State President 1909-1913 

Vice President 1904-1905 

 

Major Accomplishments 

In 1910, the 7th annual 

meeting was held in 

Casper and the use of the 

“Collect” was established. 

 

Special Interests 

Tuberculosis Research 

 

Her Legacy  

The Mary Brooks 

Scholarship Fund which 

has helped boys and girls 

with their education for 

over 100 years. 
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